
 

Excerpt from “Tithonus” 
by Alfred, Lord Tennyson 
 
In Greek mythology, Tithonus is a Trojan kidnapped by Eos, the goddess of the dawn, to be her 
lover. Tithonus asked Eos to give him immortal life, and she granted his wish. In this poem, 
Tithonus describes what happened to him as a result.  
 
1. The woods decay, the woods decay and fall, 
2. The vapours weep their burthen*  to the ground, 
3. Man comes and tills the eld and lies beneath, 
4. And after many a summer dies the swan. 
5. Me only cruel immortality 
6. Consumes; I wither slowly in thine arms, 
7. Here at the quiet limit of the world, 
8. A white-hair'd shadow roaming like a dream 
9. The ever-silent spaces of the East, 
10. Far-folded mists, and gleaming halls of morn. 
11. Alas! for this gray shadow, once a man— 
12. So glorious in his beauty and thy choice, 
13. Who madest him thy chosen, that he seem'd 
14. To his great heart none other than a God! 
15. I ask'd thee, “Give me immortality.” 
16. Then didst thou grant mine asking with a smile, 
17. Like wealthy men who care not how they give. 
18. But thy strong Hours indignant work'd their wills, 
19. And beat me down and marr'd and wasted me, 
20. And tho' they could not end me, left me maim'd 
21. To dwell in presence of immortal youth, 
22. Immortal age beside immortal youth, 
23. And all I was in ashes. Can thy love 
24. Thy beauty, make amends, tho' even now, 
25. Close over us, the silver star, thy guide, 
26. Shines in those tremulous eyes that l with tears 
27. To hear me? Let me go: take back thy gift: 
28. Why should a man desire in any way 
29. To vary from the kindly race of men, 
30. Or pass beyond the goal of ordinance 
31. Where all should pause, as is most meet for all? 
 
*burthen: an archaic form of burden; heavy load 
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#10 is on the next page!!!!!!!!! 
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